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is this David S, Lifton who has written, for KscnUlsn," the work of workss 
on the JEE assassination, you ask, 

& short ffijssssr is that he le the one person wife has said wg sot sat foot is 
oar home* So fully aoreciate this you should see see® of those she has tolerated. 



I first heard troa Davn is tS66, affcsr ay first bock teesa to -attract attention. It 



was so long a phone call 2 wondered where the student got the coney to ray for it, 
something well over an. hour, maybe about 3 hours, daytime, from Los Angelos. (l was told 
he was then close to completing a taster' a is enginecaSng at USA but lad given tblc up 
to devote his3olf and Ms unique talents to ths JFK assassination.) 

winter an artHee co-authored bp Msa# appeared in Sanparts. I do not -©call if 
ne then infOiiasd Jse vast be was working on that pice. Ky olsui > recollection — and 1 believe 
you will perceive how it impressed itself upon so - is of what he tried to convince me 
about: Sxvm & Hoot (road 1ST) had in deepest eocrsey dug a sfcas network of ttuusls 
through iksalgy il&za and these taanels and several papier macha trass, from which 
assassins apparently dengod in invisibility, are 13® means by which ths Job was 'done. 

when his pices appeared, titled soeatMng UJea *A case for flams Assagais®, • I 
W!5s impressed by Ms failure to credit ori(^nal sources and his pretense that he did not 
draw upon some or that they did not endst. 



I cade sy first trip west in Kid-OaoeB&er 'i960, at tho behest of the wealthy Haggle 
Field (iferjorie beuachanp) , whose husband Joe was a partner in Hutton & Co,, and ran 
0* Connell, m. ector, with whom I stayed. Bis? persuaded ss to see Ilf ten, who X did not 
ms.* to meet, because he said lifton had been pestering him to death and he feared a 
future of a denied Idfton so close by. My recollection is 6f a dark and Boosting, nervous 
and. -oriraisc man of whon 1 fomei the inpiraasiOK. that he needed pcychiat-ric oars. (later 
I was told that in fact he required hospitalisation from time to time.) 'Thereafter I 
avpided him to the degree lie permitted. 

’^ou nay recall that therm was a period in which, while the Times pretended my 'books 




did not ©dot in its book review department, was giving than considerable attention as 
news, inis was through Harrison. Salisbury, who pit Peter *5Uss on then. Until laftoa 

what I later 2*ra&e£ cdaraeterisad fc in. Without wmudac anything to ac or asking 
“® l5Csr S' 288 ** 033 *» ■«»*» a long so-cjnoa analysis of e^t supposed en-or in 

accurate reporting of an EBE report. Eosr inaccurate I could have been yeti can imagine: I 
Educed it in facsirdte. It !>* to do with the speed at tezteh :teprteerte caw was 
running. 2i» ca^xa was not available. She FSL reported that Zapruder sold it as running 
at 24 fraaas per second and naturally tits facsimile also esdd that. liftcn thac-zlzed that 
v the F3E . 1 * 611 . was teat mats wcs the speed of ths film, shieh it wasn't, and be built 
his entire, underhanded and factually baseless attack on up accuracy on this, as I didn't 
Icaax for another year or vsag eo. 

^ tStei x aouidl ** t aV;d!i aeetiiig Mo X heard stories of his dear thievery, of 
now to conned people, how he stole their work and records, even ho;? he bad. stel.cn an 
ammo,i!i ***** & ' fo ™ Sccrxtegten counadL, Wesley Mabels, by p^saaSiiag liebelcr 

teat ho could halo his Sgainst hane, with ifew L. was fitting. (L appears to have 
stolen an eaoamous amount of Commission records and Inf ten is said to have stolen than 
lcnti enough to asks copies sfesr, Mebt&ar let b», so© teen.) 

In Ibvciibor 196 / or February 1963, when 1 was in New Orleans, and when Garrison tees-; 
that a number of vdtnessws, in fact the Only two who car the ata who picked np the literature 
Oswald had printed, independent caMirasteona of the fact teat it was not 0®«Od and 
was another, Iditon again involved himself in ay life through another insanity. Ibis I ssk 
that you preserve, in confidence and cot use in ary way, only tho SdjstttSeattaa. and for 

taSt A I0C8ai U ^ lisre ^68, because I did not coot the couraercial 

artist who figures in this until that corith, in L.A. 

In OwaSd In Nov Orleans 1 repels* .731 reports that sake it dear that tte people 
at tea ^OBOa Minting Co., which printed the leaflet, both said that the nan who picked 
300 up was not Oswald. For all the world as thou.* he had no invest! gators - and 
except for one and a nincompoop Icne unloaded an Mo, Garrison's instigators mm, 
police detectives - I was asked to Intend those two tew Orleanoans. fho foxier CIA 




man who uac-d the nans Bexley was seat with m, with, an office tape recorder. 

From mra than 100 pictures I showed him Douglas cost, lacked four different ones 
or issray d. iansley as the nan who Boat closely rwasaJasd the on® who picked the printing 
up. A year later# iad©pandeat3y, in the presence of an assistant DA# ho did exactly 
tlie a®» sb x have the tape* So also did his Moose eesictsat# in whoso sias >>" c -~- B 
intas-Vieii’ed both. 

ki one of the pictures dhornley was even beamed. His haircut also had changed. But 

m CWC8 ^ 0SUJ ttoes jUfarsat sk&wrfcisss of isja wore made by the only teo people who 
haa kaatiledg^t Of course# they could have bean wrong. 

In an effort to determine for myself if alternation in the hair ootsM have na&> 
aomley ieolt like Oswald. 1 seat a picture of didrnley to fired Ifeacoeb, tha 
artist, and asked Me to reverse the prMt to shift the part in the lair and to pvaly hxs 
axt life? mk&up to seo if ^hc-mley could be nsce to look life? Oswald. I discimaod »>«« 
wi-iii |0isi3 Ives, the chief iavestigatox- assigned to Garrison by the police. I had no 
■typewriter with me, my hashwriting is illegible, so iie told no to dictate ry letter to 
Usance* to one of tha stance. 1 sa®» tjo?.’ his s&dr&ss and fosgD-i about that until « 
new hifton attack: was launched on no, in conjunction, with his then buddy, Thornley. 

Mnly than did I loam that the steao had used an office letterhead. 

5356 lmis :?or attack is eras y, like all aaoaeatad with Uftca and -Mmboy and 
■licir association Is. Miton was so farout he suborned perjury in a false affidavit rxro- 
vidsd to Garrison, who would have charged an innocent nan if he had paid any attention to 
that affidavit. 

At a tiao when Garrison’ s investigators received word that a hit would be ?wia 0 n 
m tfce ^ teteW* W clJecfciac 4a a* the Foraxtsia&Tean anttl they 0;Si id larva the cart aocaa 
anu hire it for sound, with ny On. One of the people 1 than interviewed was Barbara held, 
right-wing daughter or a former Chicago reporter. 2hoae deeoon jnventigntj^'s yet so 
interested in the TV they did hot «£»efc fifcalr o^aipasni so they wound up with three 
hours of gibberish. Eo- cver, ry recollection ±3 sore than merely clear that %rbara 
wanted m very much to meet one ^liff Bolton, who she said was Way's best friend 




When those flatoeads (variant of fXatfoot) finally tired of TV and Isas dispatched 



several novel cmvs ox xooa ana dn iiii and gov urouoo *o pwoJxLig «s at ran Xa>a at night* 



They ware to % xrmk&e ry transportation to return Barbara to her hone* (l once arranged 
for David fterrie’a godson to babysit for her* ce wc could go off sad talk in pai-ssste*) 

So toat Barbara could sake the intro I got toe detective to drive ns to where 1® worsted, 



selling records in Dirislaid Hall. It was so unhidden they paatesd tho iviasafesd police 
car on -Sat* oMealk! Bolton was latwdused to at* by £©' riesib •£*», sy aritLag ms iskatifiad 
to him, and wa talked* Whe he got around to ssentioniag Ms friend Thoxsley, who was then 
charged with perjury or about to be so charged, end nsked nxy advice, it was that X h.irniey 
agree to speak to as and let m than give Carious a ;aaao on our cmimsgutixs&» Ss> ms to 
convey that to Thoraley, by then pumping gas in Tamps* What Iks wrote Thornley I don’t know 
but he wrote a kooky colter', for the French fesrbar G&sefto in. which he eonoludad to. to that 
racsKajondation from Ma to itoim&y* 

The need; 1 hoard was this series of exssy g if tox^fhossilsy articles in sons sines 

defunct and toes safety tadeagrensid rag in. 2A* in which all of this vas distorted end. 

_ i 

cis3?opreaantod as Mf ton’s analysis of bs trying to frame StomLey*. % not heading rae 
and going off on that insane Li£ton±s» he did got hiriself in real snu costly trouble be 
could have avoided, as did others who we^’seA &*> asm offer & d esuatod say troti'dle at all* 
So I am not impatrial on I&ftoeu X think: he is a very bright* entirely unscrupulous, 
>®balanned frustrated cri.tdc of the official nytoelosy* 

Ifeiidl recent years t » last tLvo I hoard iron his was on my last trip to tbs west* 

X then left M on clectlin dry 1963* He phoned ne whefa I ms staying and tried to sell 
Be on a variant cf tea tosa current conspiracy theory* It was that %8f ®b sad •s&Sjocee 
Dsatt Haste or fiicbard u ojtrJs eM the job done and to see that it Was done right hm spent 
toe mete before it inclandestine meetings throughout Toms. The confusion comes from ry 
inability to rscaH which of the two lift on had just abtodceied in. favor of tJsa otoer* 
to of about & week: earlier 1 h&d hoard of il-iat theory* He began with Kusk and switched 
to Heine or vice versa. L3J was unchanged. 




Fox* yosr 3 I’d hoard of this great book lie was writing* Shore must have been a number 
of versions for him to progress for his v eaa Via^eai'i/lhi&ex* iiaohe Treeas/ Dfiferae ''oatxscior 
theory to the White House and State Department and/or CIA, bat h .3 is a capable nan. -Several 
dxiMc& told n: they hoi bean told in oanfidonce ml had br=eo impressed* 1 figured he 
either stole something from MebeXar sad twisted it or asm esaa, ecmthiag the rest of 
as Kissed at the Archives sad ipistefi it. 2 ccn’t irajgtE® that he got from the Archives 
'what all otiisrs xiasefi, although it sight have happened* 

I also believed that his book probably would not appear because when it aid with 
its appearance bis vuSstsz d’etre would disappear. He'll see. 

a osaetHjs arranged for Ma to be used bar public XV in &mmXbseg on ‘ho gearings a? 
the House assassins cocsittee* All those eotaasnfcarScs X caught had him in the role of 
Gdmp-cZ&z fci a owx V.lir-fs,' Xe. this ra& in hit imAstoso© cn dacSastdng Shtersicws the 
press sad critica had with witness after the hearings he turned a number of critics off* 

JJe blow cany rsel opportunities. X don’t know if thin attention helped him gat m agsnt 
And a ps h lii d tir or not/ but in. this field. irre^onuibLIl'fcf and CQ&spirrioy thif xjriz&sg 
are the open oesose. 

lifton 1 knew will do what Sony asma did in the book toamg&xex&t which you 
soy tiled* no’ll prwtoad. to give credit sad use ’that 33 caasa? for vialeoals thievery* With 
a little aibsllishEasst much may appear to be original. 

I hare not seer. the prcncs and puffery and would appsselete copies of what you have 
trad wb&i you 50 * not because 1 intend to do anything but for archival purpose sad 
better to serve those who like you ask m qvmt&ma* X understand it makes a big thing 
of ti*-.- autopsy* to X denoted the largest boefe on the subject plsis nosh other writing. 
He can^t do much with tho autopsy without drawing Gstensively on cy publication. lie can 
twist gone and I expect ho will, including the claim that the fatal shot was at tbs base 
of who back cl the skull* One can eoafaivfc a beds fob this end it is act with out its 
followers among tho conspiracy tlx: 'Oretidans , but there is abundant evidence ifiiat it isnji; 

sc. In support of this theory Hobort Gordon claims the pictures were faked.* If you want 
more on this - ox* anything else- pleas© phone me. 




PH be cdafted to QeoTSptstn %iv. Soastt si on Monday for arterial a-a^ery early 
Rucsday. ,I*n told I nay net fesl too cfcfepcr for ffort too &yo ** **A I can be hono 
after 3>~S Mys. If sou are passed for Mae, aid you did not ezplaia your interest, don't 
£®ar calling as at the hostH d, where each patient has a phone, as long a* you wait 
until the 18th* 

Sis puffery also includes the size of tne phone fells. I can’t imagine his speiknd 
all that Jacees- in investigation and believe most <xf i** was in his expulsive phoning 
i!>i talking. 

A * a heard, that not only will Macmillan not disclose nothing until the book is on 
the shelves, bit that there rill be j» tutor rev***- copies snd fesy even ref-a^l to 
locatiiV ids egstsfc or pive Ms phone to the reporter who asked m about a weeu ago. He 
HTOS ' !lth ^ ******* 140 Beach 135 Street, Rod^ay Beach 11694. 1 undoretwd his 
father is a succn.ccful nriiril nan Mo Ms b*m easing hie sou Mo must no, be near 40. 
f^tor uiaiypard is tl.se agsait* 

5'frn the tine of fee Concessional hearings Mftoa hm asked for lxJ$ m a m T 
(dvc it to all others with w’®n I fiiessgsw i'vc biped Mu, with swords, at y-^ft ore 
Pictures, and. such Mae on the fhflns* I*b in a public vole and don’t and can't Halt myw 
bbIx to those witli whoa X do not disagree or of wfcgs* I do not epprevo,' 

It in a cl-sver sfeai tc pretend fiat there are £raat ara»ta tMt have to be jro- 
fecfeM, and to Make a play for news and TV coverage, sad I tl&nk that is what is afoot, 
ux course it also prevents feocMng down ary of Ms theories, which could kill ■&© book 
pi-opub. i agree Mta you that if he Ms sp ch staff it ought be made available promptly. 
fiCTt COSles «* cf ^ «»* bode went to the Coadssioner and the ?3I and Secret 
^.sorters. x hups to get busk to v/ritiyg ajain soon* fca*s infoesaatke of the Idnd 
i^.uiixiun clatma ^aton hes, and x ezpeoibio hand deliver a copy tc the AG’s office as 
soon so it la out together. 

* 0U '* ak 5>w 1 m * ?}df - ** xtfolodae fur tlx typing and cy failure to 

Kal fflid ° orraet it# 1 su£1 ' c «* 1 «w> feronbopiilobd.ti3 in both legs and thi^s before 




I was Jidspitaliaed five years ago. It topoaes sons 2ii2d.tatx.oas but I'vo been active 
anoush to fcosp toy five acres under control and ac-oulro about 60 file- cabinet 3 of .info, nostly 
txj^Xi^xs vij.tJiy-ld ofiictol srocorSs ootojuieu. 'ary- litigation iSiier FOJ&. I canride fairly 
W ® 11 but can't drive- vary far because the blond puddles in the feet end loss. S's oblo tp 
continue «hat has ponaitted os to do the .drroc^h?.-?. t»\ l took £<ssmn8. to writtog I 

um ! t fca' '«ttt I'll be able- to w about. 2ut I intend to do it as soon as tic acquircaanta 
of the litigation. ©&>o* 

-t.i= &u-ort tiiji-J i>aui.y ie still Ii.rtog in jcn&au When yci art; *r tcadh with hsr 
please tell tor that I recall tor efforts to help ns, regret I did net got to see* her 
earlier t «ad oeie sy own effort to return tor kfcadnsg*. ifer father "rote to side no to 
ioin Hess, who wei-o APPcaltoe to tto gotenstoaf to let Kin to when Ms Mo eao out. 1 
knew they hatred I enjoy would not help hto so I did what could- aad fid. Got a ^sitisli 
friend to ask the riyhb Hattons -and write the correct etc:?. iteW He 
,lA£; s&iVted. (Jevwri£K3tit cioeen't respond to considerations of fairness or justice or 
decency in political matters* But it does respond to nslf-iateicnt* 

Harse sap hallo took te Valter and tsu-O-j* 

hone phone is pot/ 4'D~u10S. 1 don't know what hours 1*12. be keeping when I*n 
haak fjwa the hospital tot now I try to get to bed by 9 so I om to asleep to go acd. get 
op nt tea ftosKti* > «-bly 2 find neat pnodastisu ■■nil least distiettod. 

- H to nappy is Mfton has a solid work and if it also is honsst. I do not aspect 
esttor, altaough. it would aerpeise no if ho in not accurate for tfen most part* 

IO no ' ? GtI tflR ‘^ajetiaal works tare tolp&i tint* who, if you retail the words, 
applied the whitewash and engtooesred and persist to the- eoverup. 

I expect Idfton to drew hastily on und cawdit tto cse4ttoa» There is 
one, soiad tttug of which 2 asa aware to its work that did not ap.otsr earlier in Mae. 

~ * 1 ^ intGsvtrt ' ad in *»"**« hoy nach ^ton has that is new, not in ry books or 
lavmuit rrnoTdr.. ^ you pro veil and toppy. tost. 




